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Contact List for Rulemaking Questions or Concerns

For questions or concerns regarding the Administrative Procedure Act or any of its components, consult w
the agencies below. The bolded headings are typical issues which the given agency can address, but ar
inclusive.

Rule Notices, Filings, Reqister, Deadlines, Copies of Proposed Rules, etc.
Office of Administrative Hearings
Rules Division

1711 New Hope Church Road (919) 4313000

Raleigh, North Carolina 27609 (919) 4313104 FAX

contact: Molly Masich, Codifier of Ruge molly.masich@oah.nc.gov (919) 4313071
Dana Voijtko, Publications Coordinator dana.vojtko@oah.nc.gov (919) 4313075
Tammara Chalmers, Editorial Assistant tammara.chalmers@oah.nc.gov (919) 4313083
Lindsay Woy, Editorial Assistant lindsay.woy@oah.ogov (919) 4313078

Rule Review and Legal Issues
Rules Review Commission
1711 New Hope Church Road (919) 4313000
Raleigh, North Carolina 27609 (919) 4313104 FAX

contact: Abigail Hammond, Commission Counselabigail.hammond@oah.nc.gov (919) 4313076
Amber Cronk May, Commission Counselambermay@oah.nc.gov (919) 4313074
Amanda ReedelCommission Counsel amanda.reeder@oah.nc.gov  (919) 4313079
Julie Brincefield, Administrative Assistantjulie.brincefield@oah.nc.gov (919) 4313073
Alexande Burgos, Paralegal alexander.burgos@oah.nc.gov (919) 4313080
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Office of State Budget and Management
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Raleigh, North Carolina 27668005 (919) 7330640 FAX

Contact: Anca Grozav, Economic Analyst osbmruleanalysis@sbm.nc.gov (919) 8074740
NC Association of County Commissioners

215 North Dawson Street (919) 7152893

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

contact: Amy Bason amybasom@ncacc.org
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215 North Dawson Street
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603
contact: Sarah Collins scolling@ncim.org

Leaqislative Process Concerning Rulenaking
Joint Legislative Administrative Procedure Oversight Committee
545 Legislative Ofte Building
300 North Salisbury Street (919) 7332578
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 (919) 7155460 FAX

contact: Karen Cochrar@rown, Staff Attorney  Karen.cahranebrown@ncleg.net
Jeff Hudson, Staff Attorney Jeffreyhudsor@ncleg.net
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INADDITION

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 27255
Raleigh, NC 27611-7255

\ N&RTH CAROLINA

Fax: (919) 715-0135

KIM WESTBROOK STRACH
Executive Director

September 17, 2014

Mr. Michael McKnight

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C.
4208 Six Forks Road, Suite 1100

Raleigh, NC 27609

Re: Request for Opinion Letter Regarding Interpretation of N.C. GEN. STAT.
§ 163-278.13C as Revised by Session Law 2013-381

Dear Mr. McKnight:

The following Opinion is provided in accordance with N.C. GEN. STAT. (“G.S8.”) § 163-278.23.
In your request for an opinicn, you seek guidance regarding the interpretation of G.S.

§ 163-278.13C as it relates to three primary issues. Each issue is addressed separately, below,
consistent with the format of your submission:

1. Lobbyist’s ability to serve as a political committee treasurer or direct contributions
from a political committee to a candidate

Pursuant to G.S. § 120C-304(d), a registered lobbyist is prohibited from serving "as a
treasurer as defined in G.S. 163-278.6(19) or an assistant campaign treasurer for a
political committee for the election of a member of the General Assembly or a
Constitutional officer of the State." The term "political committee," which is defined in
G. S. 163-278.6(14), encompasses not only the committee of a candidate for any of the
above-mentioned offices, but also that of an official seated in any of the above-mentioned
offices. It is, however, permissible for a registered lobbyist to serve as the treasurer or
assistant treasurer for political committees that are not controlled by a member of the
General Assembly or constitutional officer of the State, or by a candidate for the General
Assembly or a candidate for a constitutional office of the State.

While it is permissible for a lobbyist to serve as a treasurer or assistant treasurer for some
political committees, G.S. § 163-278.13C provides prohibitions for lobbyists that could
affect their roles as treasurers or assistant treasurers. G.S. §163-278.13C provides the
following:
(a) No lobbyist may make a contribution as defined in G.S. 163-278.6 to a
candidate or candidate campaign committee as defined in G.S. 163-278.38Z
when that candidate meets any of the following criteria:
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(1) Is a legislator as defined in G.S. 120C-100.

(2) Is a public servant as defined in G.S. 138A-3(30)a. and G.S. 120C-104.

(b) No lobbyist may do any of the following with respect to a candidate or
candidate campaign committee described in subdivision (a)(1) and (2)(2)
of this section:

(1) Collect a contribution or multiple contributions from one or more
contributors intended for that candidate or candidate campaign
committee.

(2) Take possession of a contribution or multiple contributions intended
for that candidate or candidate campaign committee.

(3) Transfer or deliver a collected contribution or multiple contributions
to the intended candidate or candidate campaign committee.

(c) This section shall not apply to a lobbyist, who has filed a notice of candidacy
for office under G.S. 163-106 of Article 11 of Chapter 163 of the General
Statutes or has been nominated under G.S. 163-114 or G.S. 163-98, making a
contribution to that lobbyist’s candidate campaign committee.

(d) For purposes of this section, the term “lobbyist” shall mean an individual
registered as a lobbyist under Chapter 120C of the General Statutes.

[emphasis added]

The bolded text poses the potential issues for treasurers and assistant treasurers. Article 22A of
Chapter 163 of the North Carolina General Statutes regulates contributions and expenditures in
political campaigns. It also prescribes the duties and responsibilities of political committee
freasurers.

Political committee treasurers bear considerable responsibility for the overall compliance of the
political committees they serve. The following examples are not inclusive of all statutory
responsibilities and duties assigned to the treasurer, but serve to illustrate their breadth:

= (3.S. § 163-278.8 provides that it is the duty of the appointed treasurer to keep detailed
accounts of all contributions received and expenditures made on behalf of the committee,
and to maintain all moneys of the political committee in bank accounts that have not been
commingled with other moneys;

= (G.S. § 163-278.16(a)(2) provides that no contribution may be received or expenditure
made by or on behalf of the political committee unless such contribution is received or
the expenditure is made by or through the treasurer of the political committee;

= (.8. § 163-278.9 provides that it is the duty of the appointed treasurer to furnish
disclosure reports and attest to their veracity. The treasurer's signature certifies his or her
belief in the accuracy of the reports and is treated as an oath. If a treasurer provides this
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